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LIVES ON THE LINE: TEENAGE PREGNANCY

LEARNING AND DEVELOPEMNT CENTRE CATOR STREET
9 August 2007

Background

Southwark has one of the highest teenage pregnancy rates in the country, and many reported to be of a faith background. Statistics show that there were 275 teenage pregnancies in 2005 moving Southwark to the seventh spot of teenage pregnancy levels in the UK most of who are under the age of 18. Though there is a downward trend the issue is still a major challenge for faith groups and the entire community. Thus a meting was arranged by the SMFF to allow faith groups, teenage mothers and various experts from voluntary and statutory sectors to come together and discuss this issue from a faith perspective.
Aims and Objectives of the forum meeting
· To engage the faith community in preventative and supportive initiatives in reducing unwanted teen pregnancies in the borough.
· To highlight the issue of high teen pregnancies to faith groups
· To raise awareness of the services on offer from both a religious and secular viewpoint 
· To present varying viewpoints on the matter so as to reach a balanced conclusion

 The open forum meeting explored issues associated with teen pregnancy, abortions, sexually transmitted diseases and other related issues. 
Attendance

Over a 100 people attended the event as indicted by the registration forms. Of these 53 managed to fill in our evaluation forms as part of an assessment as to the outcomes of the forum meeting. 
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Summary of outcomes from the forum

As part of the open forum meeting a workshop was conducted for the faith groups to discuss openly about their views on teenage pregnancy. The following responses were raised by the participants. 
· It was agreed that SRE (Sex and relationship education) was everyone’s responsibility. However all groups agreed that primary responsibility lay in the hands the parents followed by faith groups, schools and media respectively. 
· Open communication was stressed as a way of building trust to allow children to openly speak about SRE. Children often have preconceived ideas about their parent’s responses so it’s important to encourage them to speak

Faith groups could highlight this issue by

· Teaching moral values as well as teaching youth about the fear of God. Positive teachings about sex, relationships and responsibilities were advocated for rather than condemning teenagers
· Training faith workers to be able to talk to young people and understand their needs more.

· Faith groups need to educating parents on how to communicate with young parents and teenagers. Thus they should work more with parents
· Create an environment were young people can talk comfortably e.g. tailor make the approach to SRE.
· Help build self confidence in youth and not be quick to judge them

· Peer discussion in faith groups through conferences and church programmes. Youth leaders can be trusted to take a lead in these discussions.
· Open forums for parents and teenagers discussing issues and resolutions
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Support that can be given to teenage mums
· More information on where to go and what to do for teenage mums as well as their parents. Thus support groups should  be identified
· Guidance in making choices and  promoting choices

· Raising awareness of the consequences so that they do not repeat the same mistake. 
· Working around the  benefits system which indirectly encourages youngsters to have children knowing they will have access to housing
Responsibilities for schools

· Faith groups to work with schools around educating them about relationships and the prevention of teenage pregnancies

· Schools to promote abstinence
· Sex education in schools and Sunday schools
Successes

· Overall the event was well attended with 100+ people attending and registering to link up with other services available. About 70% of these indicated that they would be interested in participating in future meeting hosted by SMFF.
· The speakers provided information that was relevant to the forum. However most people felt that they did not approve of Marie-Stopes and their ethos.
· The workshops allowed for dialogue in which participants contributed to discussion questions whose responses have been given above. Viewpoints were varied, with a keen balance due to three interests being represented – The clinical, the personal and the faith.
· Having a teenage mum tell her story was much admired by the participants who felt that more should be done to provide support to teenage parents.
· People said on the night they were interested in more information, there was little to throw away or take back.

· Recommendations were made from this forum which are highlighted below

Challenges

· The panel of speakers lacked expertise form the faith sector as most of them were form the voluntary and statutory sectors. 
· Participants felt that there was not enough time given for questions
· Response rates to the evaluation was 53%

· Designers/ printers were late returning promotional materials
Recommendations

· Sharing of best practice amongst faith groups and their stories on how they are engaging and educating youths in SRE
· Follow up on event and offer training in this area.

· In the future more should be discussed about pregnancies due to incidences such as rape, prostitution etc.
· Of concern was the lack of young male participants at the forum meeting. Suggestions were made by some participants to have more boys and young fathers to attend and share their experiences.
· To have open forum meeting for young mum’s and dads and also forums with both young parents and their parents

· More funding for supporting youth activities, programmes and conferences in churches.
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Also in attendance were the following guest speakers





Safeguarding Children   Jane Hawkins





Children services


 Lucy Vaughan





Marie-Stopes	


	


Teenage Mums


Valarie &Roni











